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A review of Harry Riley’s ‘Sins of the Father’ 

 

A brilliantly executed murder mystery novel which is ideally suited to reading whilst 

either lounging under the hot summer sun or curled up in front of a fire on a dark winters 

evening. A book that is riveting and kept me engrossed with its sinister plot and many 

twists and turns. Set in the beautiful countryside of Northumberland, in a typical village 

close to the River Tweed the story sets a fast pace from the outset. The leading characters 

are believable and the author manages to draw the reader into the dark depths of the 

psychotic and terrifying mind of Billy Turpin. A strong and at times, enigmatic character, 

evoking varied emotions from sympathy to outright disgust. The other main man, Doctor 

James Parker is a complete opposite and one with which the reader can probably identify 

and sympathize. To begin with he comes across as an unassuming and timid character but 

his strength and tenacity shine through as the novel takes the reader first to the Congo and 

eventually to New York. There are numerous murders some of which are surprising and 

the plot keeps the reader on tenterhooks right up to the last page. I now await with eager 

anticipation a sequel featuring some of the other minor characters from the village of 

Norbridge.  

Review by Heather Webster. Nottingham. 


